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Churchfields Allotments — a late afternoon winter view 

 

IT MIGHT seem as though everything has gone quiet on discussions be-
tween WAHGA and Weybridge Land Charity, the owner of the Church-
fields site.  Nothing could be further from the truth. 
WAHGA proposed a new initiative late last year with an ambitious time-
table for agreeing the framework for a new relationship — and the WLC’s 
trustees warmly welcomed this. 
Some of us stood for election to the WAHGA Committee in Spring 2019 
on a platform of negotiating longer-term security of tenure in the wake 

of our heading off an attempted  sale of ‘The Triangle’.  We also promised to work for a degree of au-
tonomy in the day-to-day management of the allotments.  These remain our goals. 
WLC has been through its own transition: some new blood among the trustees; and a new drive to 
increase support to the distressed and those in need across the Weybridge community . 
But I am pleased to say there is a constructive, cooperative dialogue between WAHGA and WLC in our 
discussions and I am hopeful of an early outline agreement.  We will report back to you as soon as we 
can.  Any ’deal’ will, of course be put to a General Meeting of our Association.  
 
Phil Murphy — Acting Chair, WAHGA 

Long-term security for Churchfields—an update 

 

 

We all have these 

magical moments: 

a  cloud formation 

that feels one-off, 

an unusual light, a 

view across the 

allotments that 

feels special.  This 

shot was captured 

late in 2020.  Send 

your photos to our 

Facebook page 

(see item, page 3 of 

this  Newsletter): 
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‘My little piece of the planet’ 

SOME of you may have read of the publication 
late last year of a study underlining the wide 
range of benefits we receive from working our 
allotments. 

The research was led by Ph.D researcher in ur-
ban agriculture at Sheffield University, Miriam 
Dobson (pictured right). 

Her methodology involved signing up 163 plot-
holders from across the country.  They shared 
diary entries throughout the year and, unsur-
prisingly, they showed “high levels of social and 
community activities...knowledge exchange, 
interaction with wildlife, emotional connection 
to their allotment, appreciation of time spent 
outside and aesthetic delight in the natural 
world”.   

But they showed also a wide spectrum of men-
tal health benefits. One participant said the so-
cial joy was often “about connecting  with peo-

ple you have 
nothing in com-
mon with apart 
from growing.” 

A serious mes-
sage from Miri-
am’s work is 
that allotment 
space is down 
65% since the 
1950s but that 
recently reclaimed allotment space could pro-
vide 6% of the population with their five-a-day. 

Regrettably, the negative effects of couch grass 
on mental health are not recorded in the study… 

You can read the full article here. 

 

 

Work-parties suspended, but 
lots to do! 
Until relaxation of current restrictions allow, we 
are unable to plan group-based working par-
ties.  We are putting together a month-by- 
month schedule of tasks which we will need vol-
unteers to help with once we are able to meet in 
groups.   Short term, we will publish a list of jobs 
which can be done by individuals or two people 
from a single household, and will ask members 
to put their hands up to help.     

In the meantime, there is always a need for rub-
bish to be collected from communal areas such 
as the boundaries, car park and paths.   We will 
all benefit from this general tidy-up and a neat-
er,  rubbish-free site as we move from winter 
into spring. 

We will contact plot-holders shortly with a list of 
jobs they can help with and work up a system of 
ticking them off without duplicating efforts. 

Spoil-heaps and housekeeping  

Many of you will have noticed the large and un-
sightly spoil-heap that  was created as a result 

of the widening of the path between the church 
and the park to accommodate cyclists, and the 
creation of some new plots.  A smaller heap has 
been created by the clearance of a plot nearby. 

Very many apologies that these have not been 
removed more rapidly.  We had expected the 
contractors to remove any spoil-heaps on com-
pletion of the widening. We have asked 
Weybridge Land Charity to address this as a 
matter of urgency.  Because of the potential 
contents of the spoil, this is not a task for plot-
holders to help with. 

It goes without saying that plot-holders should-
n’t add to these spoil-heaps.  We don’t want 
‘heap-creep’!  Take responsibility for rubbish on 
your own plot and do take it offsite. 

Plot update 
As we go to print,  our Plot Steward, Sally Quest 
(Plot 80A), has let 20 plots in November and De-
cember.  A very warm welcome to all our new 
members.  We have eight vacant plots and 27 
people on the waiting-list and we have an occu-
pancy of 96.3% - the highest level in recent 
years.  The number of tenants, at 216, is the 
highest ever at Churchfields 

Churchfields—news updates 

https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/sustainable-food/news/diary-project-shows-wellbeing-benefits-allotment-gardening
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Churchfields Allotments’ new Facebook group 

 

 

 

 

 

We'd love to engage more with members, 
and for members to be able to better en-
gage with each other. This is particularly 
challenging with personal social interaction 
so limited at the moment.  One of the ways 
we can do this is via social media and we'd 
really like to encourage participation via 
Facebook (for allotment members who are 
FB users)  and our website.   

These platforms are much more interesting and topical if we 
have active participation and members sharing photos, hints 
and tips, and other useful information. 

We have migrated our current Facebook activity to a new 
format.  The Weybridge Allotments Facebook activity will 
now be hosted in a Facebook 'Group'.  This will make it easi-
er for members of the group to interact and share infor-
mation.   

You can visit our new Facebook Group here.  

If you have already been using the allotment Facebook 
page, please could you follow the link above and join the 
new Group.  Please do feel free to post a comment or an 
allotment photo at the same time.    

We  also believe this will be a good vehicle to offer (for ex-
ample) spare seeds, seedlings, tools or other useful items to 

other members.  I recently over-bought my garlic and shallot 
sets and was able to find another member who could use 
them via Facebook, which was a real win/win.   I've learned a 
lot from others members' hints and tips as well.   So please, 
if you are a member of Facebook - do join the Weybridge 
Allotments Facebook group.     And if you have any feedback 
about how we could make the FB site more useful or inter-
esting please don't hesitate to contact me via the FB mes-
sage facility.   THANK YOU - and I look forward to seeing 
you soon - albeit virtually! 

We also hope to encourage more traffic on our Website and 
to use that site for more dynamic interactions between plot-
holders 

Click here to visit our website.  

 

 

 

 

 

THE application relating to the proposal to lo-
cate a shed project on the Churchfields Allot-
ments site went before an Elmbridge planning 
committee in early January. 

Planning permission was sought for two single-
storey outbuildings, a composting toilet, storage 
container and gazebo.  

The application was passed by four votes to two 
with three abstentions.  

Conditions imposed by the planning committee 
include limiting the use of power tools to 8am to 
6pm, Monday to Friday, 8am to 1pm on Satur-

day with no use on Sundays or Bank Holidays.  
Power tools are not to be used when the doors 
are open.  Environmental Health will ensure ade-
quate noise insulation. 

Questioned about the need for a concrete base, 
a spokesperson for the project told the commit-
tee that it was necessary because of the use of 
power tools.  

The facilities are to be used by a charity, Men’s 
Shed, Weybridge, which will offer support to 
those who are feeling isolated or suffering from 
loneliness.  WMS hope to open in April 2021, ac-
cording to their Website.  They would join a na-
tional Men’s Sheds Association that currently has 
603 open sheds, 150 in development and an esti-
mated 14,472 people benefiting. 

Planning update 

 By Pippa Graeme (plot 17A), 

who recently took over as 

our Facebook administra-

tor.     

https://www.facebook.com/groups/231852138510666
https://www.weybridgeallotments.org.uk/
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The Clubhouse Project 
Day Service have been 
plot holders at the 
Churchfield Allotment 
for over eight years 
now.  Our plots have 
expanded just as the 
project and its clients 
have over the years. 

The space is very important to everyone who ac-
cesses it, no matter what their disability.  We 

grow a range of 
fruit, vegetables 
and flowers which 
are then harvested 
and used for our 
own consump-
tion in our cookery 
life-skills sessions. 

Working the plot 
year-round means 
our adults experi-
ence the seasons, 
witness the behav-
iour of birds, in-

sects and other ani-
mals along with the 
eco-system.  Planting a 
seed, watering and 
tending to it, harvest-
ing it, and then seeing 
it on a plate, brings a 
great sense of pride 
and achievement. 

Our raised beds pro-
vide the opportunity 
for individuals to take 
on their own plot and welcomes some independ-
ence for them.  The beds also help those with 
mobility issues and others who just want to 
spend some time on their own. All our adults 
take great pride in their work and many have 
grown in confidence and developed new skills as 
a result.  There is a great sense of camaraderie on 
the allotment and we would like to thank the 
other plot holders for generously donating seeds 
and plants to us. 

Lisa Littlewood 

What the allotments mean to us 

— The Clubhouse Project 

Apologies that we cannot give you notice at this 
stage about the timing of our next AGM.  We 
want as many plot-holders as possible to attend 
in person but we are currently constrained by the 
Covid-19 restrictions.  We would also like to 
agree a new deal with WLC ahead of an AGM, 
though we are aware we can call a separate Spe-
cial General Meeting for that purpose.  Our un-
derstanding is that, constitutionally, we need to 
call an AGM by October of this year.  We should 
be able to meet that deadline but will call a 
meeting earlier, if humanly possible. 

AGM  

This is the first in an occasional series of articles in which plot-holders tell us what 

their plot and Churchfield Allotments mean to them. 

Founded in 2011, The Clubhouse Project runs its Life 

Skills Day Service for young adults with learning disa-

bilities living in Surrey and the surrounding areas.  

The Clubhouse Project Day Service  provides individual, 

person-centred support to young adults with moderate 

to severe learning disabilities.  Its variety of in-house 

and community based daytime activities are commit-

ted to maximising personal choice and promoting inde-

pendence in a kind and caring environment.  

If you have something you would like to 
share in the next newsletter, please email:      
info@weybridgeallotments.org.uk   


